
Water Saving 
Tips for Outside 

Your Home

Water conservation  
can provide savings  

and benefit our  
environment at the  

same time!

By paying attention to how and when 
you use water, you can cut down on 

water waste. Water conservation is cost 
effective and also helps to reduce the 

demand for water.

Taking simple steps to eliminate 
unnecessary water use and improve 

efficiency can help protect water 
resources in your local area.

www.ctwater.com/conservation
1-800-286-5700

In Connecticut we are fortunate to have an 
adequate supply of water for our everyday 
needs, but it is important to use this water 
wisely as our supplies are a valuable and 
limited resource not always equally distributed 
across the state. 
Conserving water can help your utility avoid 
all or part of the expense of developing new 
water supply sources. It can also help ensure 
we have adequate supplies to meet customers’ 
needs and maintain storage where we provide 
fire protection.  This is particularly important 
in some of our smaller systems that rely on 
groundwater sources.   
We hope you will take the time to review 
this brochure, which provides information 
on simple measures you can take to use less 
water.  It will help save the water resources 
and can reduce your water bills.
We appreciate your cooperation in conserving 
this precious water resource.  
To receive additional information on water 
conservation tips, please visit the conservation 
section of our website at www.ctwater.com.  
Please don’t ever hesitate to contact us if 
you have questions about your water service.  
Serving you is our priority!  



Lawn and Garden

In the summer months, watering your yard can 
account for 50% of your total water use. Using 
less water outside makes a lot of sense. 

Lawn and Garden Tips

• Let your grass grow – Longer grass absorbs 
more sunlight, making it stronger and 
thicker.

• Only water your lawn when needed - If 
you leave footprints when you walk on the 
grass, it’s time to water.

• Use a rain gauge - Put a rain gauge in 
your yard. If you get ¾ to 1 inch of rain 
in a week, you can skip your next lawn 
watering.

• Choose drought-resistant plants – They 
require less watering and are usually native 
to your area.

• Check your aim – The sprinkler should 
water your lawn, not the sidewalk or house.

• Use a drip hose instead – Drip hoses deliver 
water directly to a plant’s roots.

• Check your garden hose for leaks – If it 
leaks at the connection to the spigot, 
replace the hose washer and wrap the 
threads with pipe tape.

A swimming pool  can use a lot of water, 
but you can take steps that  can have a huge 
impact.

Swimming Pool Tips

• Install a pool cover – It reduces 
evaporation, saving you up to 1,000 gallons 
of water each month.

• Turn down the pool heater– Hotter water 
evaporates more quickly.

• Keep filters clean – You’ll prevent backwash 
and out less stress on the filter.

• Plant a windbreak – Small trees and shrubs 
around the perimeter of your pool can help 
block wind and reduce evaporation.

• Quit horsing around – Excessive splashing 
can waste water.

• Is your pool leaking? - A leaking pool can 
waste more than 100,000 gallons of water 
per year. If you think you have a leak, look 
at the filter, pump, heater, and valves, and 
check the ground for moisture. Turn the 
pump on and off and look for spraying 
water when the pump is turned off.

Swimming Pools

There are other outside areas, such as the 
driveway, car, and garage where you might be 
able to save water.

Outside Tips

• Use a bucket to wash your car – You’ll save 
about 150 gallons of water every time you 
don’t use a hose.

• Don’t hose down the driveway, garage, or 
sidewalk – Use a broom instead.

• Install porous walkways and patios – They 
keep water in your yard and prevent 
wasteful runoff.

• Wash your car on the grass – You’ll be 
watering your lawn at the same time.

• Consider investing in a rain barrel  - Rain 
barrels collect and store rain water runoff. 
Water collected can be used to water 
outdoor plants when needed instead of 
turning on your sprinklers.

Other Areas


