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Recreation Program at Connecticut Water’s Shenipsit Lake Reservoir to Open 
with COVID-19 Related Modifications on Saturday, April 11 
• Program is free and open to the public 
• Program modified to permit fishing and hiking only at this time 
• Fishing from boats temporarily suspended until further notice  
• Company asks that participants follow permit rules and social distancing guidelines 

 

TOLLAND, Conn., April 10, 2020 – Connecticut Water today announced that the Shenipsit Lake Reservoir 
Recreation Program is being modified to protect company employees and the community from COVID-
19. The recreation program will open for its 26th season on Saturday, April 11th for shoreline fishing and 
hiking. Fishing from boats and the storage of boats at the boat storage area is temporarily suspended.  

Shenipsit Lake Reservoir is located in the towns of Ellington, Tolland, and Vernon and is a vital water 
supply source for Connecticut Water’s service to residents of north-central Connecticut. Connecticut 
Water has a permit from the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) that allows recreation at 
the reservoir with conditions to safeguard the purity of the water. The health department has approved 
the program with modifications for this season. 

Following Governor Lamont’s executive order to ‘Stay Safe, Stay Home’ and the recommendations of 
federal and state health officials to avoid non-essential work and expectations on social distancing to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in the community, the company decided it could not allow the boating 
program at this time as it could risk the health and safety of the lake monitors, company employees, and 
the community during this pandemic. While suspending the boating portion will inconvenience the few 
dozen people who typically access their boats during the season, it is not worth risking the health of lake 
monitors or spreading of the virus.  The program will open with hiking on established trails and fishing 
from designated shoreline fishing areas.    

“While we felt it was necessary to modify the program this year based on the current circumstances, we 
want to continue to build on the long standing successful program and work with the local communities 
so residents can enjoy this precious natural resource for recreation while protecting water quality for 
the communities we serve,” stated Maureen P. Westbrook, president of Connecticut Water. Westbrook 
continued, “We have seen the benefits of the recreation program for the community and the company 
for over 25 years and know it has been valued by residents and helped maintain the conditions around 
the reservoir.”  

The Company met with DPH and town leaders of Ellington, Tolland, and Vernon before moving forward 
with this season’s modified program.  It was agreed that, while there will not be full time lake monitors 
on site for the boating program, the company will provide a periodic presence on a daily basis to 
observe activities and conditions at the reservoir and report any issues that could adversely impact the  



water supply.  The new permit also calls for the company to meet with local leaders on a monthly basis 
starting May 1st to review the activities, consider guidance on COVID-19 from the Centers for Disease 
Control and state and local officials, and determine if the boating program should be reinstated this 
season.  

The Company urges participants of the program, members of the Shenipsit Lake Association, shoreline 
property owners and the public to honor the terms of the DPH permit to protect the public drinking 
water supply, including no boating and the prohibition of swimming or wading in the reservoir or 
tributaries.   Participants are also asked to follow all guidelines for social distancing and personal 
protection measures related to COVID-19.   Westbrook noted, “We are asking for everyone’s 
cooperation to work with us to ensure that we can have a successful program, as modified, this season.  
We fully expect to resume the original program activities, including boating, for the 2021 season if not 
sooner.”   

The Shenipsit Lake Reservoir recreation program is fully funded by Connecticut Water. For more 
information about the program, including the location of designated shoreline fishing areas and the 
status of the boating portion of the fishing program, please visit 
https://www.ctwater.com/community/serving-communities. 

 

 

About Connecticut Water 

Connecticut Water, Avon Water and Heritage Village Water provide water to nearly 350,000 people in 
59 communities in Connecticut, and wastewater service to 10,000 people in Southbury, Connecticut. 

The towns served are Ashford, Avon, Beacon Falls, Bethany, Bolton, Brooklyn, Burlington, Canton, 
Chester, Clinton, Colchester, Columbia, Coventry, Deep River, Durham, East Granby, East Haddam, East 
Hampton, East Windsor, Ellington, Enfield, Essex, Farmington, Griswold, Guilford, Hebron, Killingly, 
Killingworth, Lebanon, Madison, Manchester, Mansfield, Marlborough, Middlebury, Naugatuck, Old 
Lyme, Old Saybrook, Oxford, Plainfield, Plymouth, Portland, Prospect, Simsbury, Somers, Southbury, 
South Windsor, Stafford, Stonington, Suffield, Thomaston, Thompson, Tolland, Vernon, Voluntown, 
Waterbury, Westbrook, Willington, Windsor Locks and Woodstock. 
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Designated Shoreline Fishing areas highlighted 

 

 


