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Connecticut Water Works to Preserve 480 Acres of Open-Space Land 

Honoring 2018 agreement with Save the Sound (formerly CT Fund for the Environment), towns 
and land-holding organizations notified of available land and extended purchasing timelines for 
parcels no longer needed for water supply purposes 

 

CLINTON, Conn. — April 24, 2020 — Connecticut Water announced today, in the spirit of Earth 
Day, that it has completed notification to 10 Connecticut towns and several private nonprofit 
land conservation organizations of the availability of company-owned land for preservation as 
open space. In all, there are approximately 480 acres of land that the company no longer needs 
for water supply purposes and plans to make available for preservation as open space. 

“Connecticut Water has a strong record of preserving open-space land, working with local 
communities and land-holding organizations to preserve more than 1,000 acres over the past 
20 years,” said Maureen P. Westbrook, president of Connecticut Water. Westbrook further 
stated, “We look forward to partnering with local communities and nonprofit land-holding 
organizations that have an interest in preserving this land. Most of these parcels are in their 
natural states and an asset to the community.” 

The process of offering these parcels for sale to land conservation organizations is outlined in a 
2018 agreement between Connecticut Water and Save the Sound that demonstrates the 
benefits of the company’s combination with SJW Group, completed in 2019. Connecticut Water 
and Save the Sound both recognize the importance of these open-space parcels to local 
communities and citizens across the state.  

As called for under the agreement, Connecticut Water has notified towns and local land trusts 
that the land is available. The agreement allows land trusts an extended and expanded 
schedule beyond what’s outlined in Connecticut state statutes, giving communities a longer 
timeline to assess interest in the properties and acquire funding for the designated parcels, 
with at least 24 months to execute a plan to secure the property.  

“Water companies are significant holders of forested land that cleans air, filters our water, 
provides habitat for wildlife, and offers hiking and birding opportunities for Connecticut 
citizens. As such, they’re critical environmental stewards,” said Katherine Fiedler, legal fellow 
for Save the Sound. Fiedler further stated, “Connecticut Water has demonstrated strong 
leadership in open-space preservation over the years, and we applaud its commitment to 
preserving additional land for future generations to enjoy.” 



Under the agreement, Connecticut Water is also evaluating other company-owned land to 
evaluate its suitability for passive recreation opportunities that provide for the protection of 
public water supply sources. 

Connecticut Water owns more than 6,000 acres of land in Connecticut. The 21 parcels of land 
specified in the Save the Sound agreement are: 

Town Parcels Acres 
Bethany 1 47 
Bethany/Naugatuck Town Line 1 20 
Chester 4 112 
Harwinton 1 9 
Killingworth 3 38 
Naugatuck 5 91 
Plymouth 2 80 
Prospect 1 15 
South Windsor 1 7 
Stafford 1 35 
Thomaston 1 26 

About Connecticut Water 

Connecticut Water serves nearly 350,000 people in 59 communities throughout the state of 
Connecticut. 

The towns served are Ashford, Avon, Beacon Falls, Bethany, Bolton, Brooklyn, Burlington, Canton, 
Chester, Clinton, Colchester, Columbia, Coventry, Deep River, Durham, East Granby, East Haddam, East 
Hampton, East Windsor, Ellington, Enfield, Essex, Farmington, Griswold, Guilford, Hebron, Killingly, 
Killingworth, Lebanon, Madison, Manchester, Mansfield, Marlborough, Middlebury, Naugatuck, Old 
Lyme, Old Saybrook, Oxford, Plainfield, Plymouth, Portland, Prospect, Simsbury, Somers, South Windsor, 
Southbury, Stafford, Stonington, Suffield, Thomaston, Thompson, Tolland, Vernon, Voluntown, 
Waterbury, Westbrook, Willington, Windsor Locks and Woodstock. 
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